
 

 

Standards-Based Grading Guidelines for Parents 

Grades: Kindergarten through 5th Grade 

Overview 

This year, we are excited to introduce an approach to grading called standards-based grading. Unlike 
traditional grading, which often combines various aspects of performance into one grade, 
standards-based grading evaluates students based on their understanding and application of specific 
learning standards. This method provides a clearer and more objective measure of your child’s progress 
and performance. 

Here’s what you need to know about how we will assess your child’s learning this year: 

 

1. Engagement and Responsibility- Approaches to Learning 

Objective: Evaluate student’s engagement, adherence to expectations, and personal responsibility in the 
classroom. 

Value Verb Description 

2 Meeting Mostly independent - Student demonstrates developmentally 
appropriate independence majority of the time in effectively organizing, 
managing time, collaborating, communicating, thinking critically, and 
conducting research. 

1 Developing With guidance- Student shows steady progress in organizing, managing 
time, collaborating, communicating, thinking critically, and conducting 
research. 

AN Additional 
Needs 

With home and school support- Student is working towards organizing, 
managing time, collaborating, communicating, thinking critically, and 
conducting research. 

 

 



 
How is this measured? 

●​ Weekly Observations: We will regularly observe and note student’s engagement and responsibility 
in various class activities. 

●​ Support: If a student needs extra help, we will communicate with you and provide additional 
support as needed (notated by the “AN- Additional Needs” feedback). 

 

2. Knowledge- Subject Standards/Concepts 

 

Objective: Assess student’s understanding and application of academic concepts. How is this measured? 

●​ We will regularly assess and document understanding using varied methods. 
●​ We will provide feedback to guide improvement and track progress. 
●​ We will include at least 2 formative assessments for each summative assessment to monitor 

progress. 
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Value Verb Description 

4 Independent Demonstrates sophisticated understanding and application of concepts. 
Consistently applies knowledge in innovative ways. Shows exceptional 
creativity and depth of understanding in assignments/tasks. Exhibits 
independence and self-direction in learning. 

3 Proficient Demonstrates strong understanding and application of concepts. 
Consistently meets expectations. Completes assignments/tasks with 
mastery. Shows initiative and takes responsibility for learning. 

2 Developing Demonstrates developing understanding and application of concepts. 
Making progress towards meeting expectations. Shows effort and 
persistence in completing assignments/tasks. Demonstrates a willingness 
to seek help and improve. 

1 Emerging Demonstrates limited understanding and application of concepts. 
Requires additional support to meet expectations. Struggles with 
assignments/tasks and may need significant assistance. Shows potential 
for growth with targeted support and guidance. 

Ab Absent Student was absent for the assessment/task. 

N/A Not 
Applicable 

Not applicable to the assessment/task. 



 
●​ We will use the following standards for grades K-5: ELA- Common Core, Math- Common Core, 

Science- NGSS, Social Studies- Florida Standards 

 

3. Process- PSPE, Music, Spanish, and Art 

Objective: Evaluate student’s ability in applying learned skills in each activity area. 

Value Verb Description 

4 Independent Demonstrates sophisticated understanding and application of concepts. 
Consistently applying skills in innovative ways. Shows exceptional 
creativity and depth of understanding in assignments/tasks. Exhibits 
independence and self-direction in learning. 

3 Proficient Demonstrates strong understanding and application of skills. 
Consistently meets expectations. Completes assignments/tasks with 
mastery. Shows initiative and takes responsibility for learning. 

2 Developing Demonstrates developing understanding and application of skills. 
Making progress towards meeting expectations. Shows effort and 
persistence in completing assignments/tasks. Demonstrates a 
willingness to seek help and improve. 

1 Emerging Demonstrates limited understanding and application of skills. Requires 
additional support to meet expectations. Struggles with 
assignments/tasks and may need significant assistance. Shows potential 
for growth with targeted support and guidance. 

Ab Not Assessed Student was absent for the assessment/task. 

N/A Not 
Applicable 

Not applicable to the assessment/task. 

 

How is this measured? 

●​ Observe and record skill application in various contexts. 
●​ Provide opportunities for skill demonstration and reflection. 
●​ Offer targeted support and recognize improvements. 
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Why are we using Standards-Based Grading? 

1.​ Clear Communication: Ensure students and parents understand grading criteria and what they 
reflect on regarding the learning progress. 

2.​ Consistent Assessment: Use regular and varied types of assessments to measure performance. 
3.​ Feedback and Support: Offer constructive feedback and support to help students improve. 

 

This guide is designed to help you understand how standards-based grading works and how your student’s 
progress is assessed. If you have any questions or need further clarification, please refer to the 
Assessment Policy found on our website or reach out to your student’s teacher, Lindsay Rodriguez (PYP 
Coordinator), or Jolyn Caddell  (Lower School Principal). 
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